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PRESIDENT: Well, I guess we' re going to have another bill,
with a lot of enthusiasm. LB 566.

CLERK: LB 566 was a bill introduced by Senator Doug Bereuter
of the twenty fourth district. (Read title to LB 566.) The
bill was read on January 4, 1978. It was referred to the
Judiciary Committee. It was advanced to General File. .here
are comm1ttee amendments pendi.ng by Senator Barnett's Judic1ary
Committee, Nr. Pres1dent.

PRESIDENT: Senator Barnett.

SENATOR BAKIETT: Thank you very much, Lieutenant Governor
Whelan. I'd move for the adoption of the Committee amendments
and they are quite lengthy. They are two words, "or approved",
and what it 1s, on page two of the b111, any child placement
Agency licensed by the Department w111 have to examine these
aaoptions. We took out the words "or approved". So any
agency that 1s licensed by the Department, I believe, Welfare
and Senator Bereuter will cover that, we felt that every agencv
should be exam1ned, every person shou'd be examined that wants
to take and adopt one of these small persons and under these
conditions we feel that you should adopt th1s amendment. hat' s
all, L1eutenant Governor. Nr. Whelan, that's all. Thank you
very much. Nove for the adoption of the amendment.

PRESIDENT: Record your v o t e . Ra v e yo u v o t ed'? Record .

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays on the adoption of the committee
amendments, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: T hey a r e ad opted.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Bereuter moves to amend his
own bill. (Read Bereuter amendment found on page 1667 of
the Journal.) That's offered by Senator Bereuter.

P RESIDENT: Senato r B e r eu t e r .

SENATOR BEREUTER: Nr. President, members of the Legislature,
that amendment is relat1vely s1mple and straightforward so
I will d1scuss the whole bill at this time. This bill re
quires that whenever a petition for an adoption is filed,
the County Judge shall request an investigat1on. The investi
gation must be conducted by the Department of Publ1c Welfare
or licensed child placement agency and the findings must be
presented to t h e Judge before the hearing. The agency is to
consider facts related to the minor ch1ld and to the person
or persons petitioning to adopt the child. The ourpose of
the invest1gat1on is to provide assurance that whatever actions
are taken are in the best interest of the child. I should f1rst
explain and this 1s quite essential to remove any k1nd of doubts
in a number of people's mind, that the maJority of these inves
t1gations have been conducted and will be conducted by child
placement agencies. As a matter of fact 1n the past, most
adoptions took place between family members and through adop
tion agencies, licensed adoption agencies. Now, however, we
have seen in the past few years a black market or a gray mar
ket in babies, bab1es be1ng placed sometimes for money, some
times without money passing hands with couples who wish to
have those ch1ldren for adoption purposes . In many states
they have a preplacement adoption. tlebraska does not have
any. What we' re propos1ng in this bill is to take one step
that a great many other states have taken and that is require


